
ABYSS Mission Archive Document 

This document archives content about the proposed ABYSS mission for ocean floor mapping. 

 

The ABYSS (Altimetric BathymetrY from Surface Slopes) mission will map the ocean floor 100 times faster 

and cheaper than ships can, by using a state-of-the-art radar altimeter on board the International Space Station.  

NOAA, in partnership with the Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory (JHU/APL), has 

submitted this proposal to NASA's ESSP (Earth System Science Pathfinder) program. A decision is expected in 

summer 2002.  
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